
 

 

 

 

The University  

Child Care Center  

 

Teacher Picture Directory  

2011-2012 

 



 
 

Infant Teachers 
Chickadees Room: 

 
MARYALICE 

Hi, my name is Maryalice Lawrence, the mother of five and a proud grandmother of six. I moved to 
Chapel Hill 11 years ago from Colorado to watch my two grandchildren grow up here in North 
Carolina. I am in my tenth year at Victory Village Day Care, which actually started out to be 
temporary, but look at me now!   
 
My philosophy about working with children is to give as much knowledge and wisdom as possible, 
teaching values, making learning a challenge as well as fun, showing compassion and love.  I believe 
you should be the best you can be at whatever you do, and be yourself! 
 
FAVORITE COLORS:  Yellow 
FAVORITE STORE:   Talbots 
FAVORITE FLOWER:   Tulips, Roses 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Dark Chocolate, Caramels, Turtles 
 

 
                      SARA 

My name is Sara Pattishall. I have my B.A. in Psychology from Appalachian State University and a 
M.A. in Counseling from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.  I have worked in childcare since 
1997.  In my spare time I spend time playing with my dog, Sammy.  I love to write poetry and I play 7 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ  L ŀƳ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  L ƭƻǾŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƘat 
are in juvenile detention centers. 
 
FAVORITE COLORS:  Yellow & Purple 
FAVORITE STORE:   Barnes & Noble 
FAVORITE FLOWER:   Sunflowers and daisies 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Sour cream & onion potato chips 



 

Hummingbirds Room: 

          

       CARLA 

My name is Carla Crump.  I started working here at Victory Village on June 16, 2003. I have been in 
childcare for 12 years. I have a 13 year old son.  L ŀƳ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 
Early Childhood and hoping to earn my BŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴΦ    

My philosophy of each childhood education is that each and every child deserves an education.  I 
believe that education is to provide a program that offers developmentally appropriate practices that 
meet the needs of the individual child.  

FAVORITE COLORS:  Fuchsia Pink 
FAVORITE STORE:   J C Penney 
FAVORITE FLOWER:   N/A 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Japanese Food 
 

  
ANGIE 

 

My name is Angela Mitchell (Angie).  I have been working at Victory Village for 5 years and have a 
total of 12 years of experience working with children.  L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ and 
have taken numerous courses and training in childcare.  I enjoy working with children of all ages and 
love seeing them grow from infants to preschoolers.  I have a 5 year old daughter and love spending 
time with her as well as shopping. 
L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ǉǳǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
first and provides a safe nurturing environment for children.  

FAVORITE COLOR:  Any color 
FAVORITE STORE:  Target, Wal-Mart (I love gift cards), Ross 

 



 

Ducklings Room:  

 

GERMAINE 

IƛΣ LΩƳ DŜǊƳŀƛƴŜ .ǳǊƴŜǘǘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿorking at Victory Village for 14 years.  I have ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
Degree in Early Childhood Education from Mount Olive College.   I am also certified in CPR/First Aid 
yearly, as well as SIDS trained every three years. I am a member of NAEYC and have attended their 
yearly conferences several times.   My educational philosophy is that each student, regardless of 
race, gender, color or mental status should receive a good education in a safe place by qualified 
teachers.  A good education to me is a solid education which should begin from early childhood.  
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ 
being molded with knowledge, skills, good and bad habits, and ideas that serve as the basis to 
learning and character that will last a lifetime.    
 
FAVORITE COLORS:  Blue & Red 
C!±hwL¢9 {¢hw9Υ   ¢ W aŀȄȄΣ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΩǎ 
FAVORITE FLOWER:   Any 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDYΥ  wŜŜǎŜΩǎ /ǳǇǎΣ IŜǊǎƘŜȅΩǎ YƛǎǎŜǎ 
 

    
SHARI 

My name is Shari Smith and I have been in the child care field for 27 years and with Victory Village for 
three years. I have completed many child care credentials including Early Childhood I and II, Infants, 
ToŘŘƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǿƻΩǎΣ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ L ŀƴŘ LLΣ {L5{Σ /twΣ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  I love caring 
for infants, helping them learn, and watching them grow, reaching each milestone as they go. 

FAVORITE COLOR:  Purple 
FAVORITE STORE:  Target 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Rose 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Bottled Water 



 
Infant Floaters 

  
HOURIA    

 

My name is Houria Hedadji. I have had experience with kids all my life, but mainly for 16 years with 
my two teen-aged children.  We all lived in Algeria before moving to the U.S.   In Algeria, I earned 
three degrees: Professional Formation, Professional Formation Qualification, and Education and 
Pedagogical methods.  Here, in the US, I have also taken several more Early Childhood courses.  I 
have worked here at the daycare for three years. I would describe the years I have worked in 
childcare as my best. It is a wonderful environment and I enjoy being around children and seeing 
them grow up.  
 
I believe that in order for a child to grow successfully, they must be followed throughout their 
growth.  They should learn through the encouragement and kindness of those that surrounded them.  
I teach children by trying to be an example for them.  Also the children should be given time for fun 
so that they can have happy memories at the end of the day. 

FAVORITE COLORS:  All Bright Colors 
FAVORITE STORE:   Target, Belk, Barnes & Noble 
FAVORITE FLOWER:   Roses 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Cheesecake Factory, Chocolate 

 

 

JEANIE 

aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ WŜŀƴƛŜΦ  L ŀƳ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ I am currently enrolled in a 
CDA program in Early Childhood Education.  I was brought up in a well-disciplined and conservative 
environment.  My interests are art, music, gardening, reading and house-cleaning.  
 

I believe that children in early years learn best through play.  Introducing children to social concepts 
such as respect, pride and love for learning is, to me, equally important as introducing math, 
language and science concepts. 

FAVORITE COLOR:  Blue and Black 
FAVORITE STORES:  Ross/ Wal-Mart 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Rose 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Homemade food 



Toddler Teachers 

Bluebirds Room:  

 
RACHEL 

IƛΗ aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ wŀŎƘŜƭ CŜŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ но ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
for the past 13 years. I enjoy working with children and building partnerships wƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ LΩƳ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜΦ L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ƴȅ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ 
Early Childhood Credential Certificate in 1998, Early Childhood Associate Option in 2000. I also have 
40 plus credit hours from Durham Tech and Mt. Olive College. 

My philosophy about working with children is that children learn through play and by communicating 
with teachers and classmates.  The teachers guide and direct the children by introducing fun and 
creative experiences for them to enjoy.  The relationship that a teacher and a child form is very 
important.  The child feels safe, secure and at home when that bond is met.  Teachers and Parents 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀre 
met.   

FAVORITE COLOR:  Red and Yellow 
FAVORITE STORES:  Wal-Mart, Trader Joes 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Tulips 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Japanese Food, Peanut M & M & Turtles 
 

 
 

 
                               NATALIA 
My name is Natalia Kanarski. I have a B.A. and M.A. in Russian Language and Literature from Chelyabinsk State 

University. I have also taken classes in Early Childhood Education from Mount Olive College and Durham Tech, 

had Montessori training, and received the CDA credential from NC Central University. I am a certified Level 9 

teacher and hope to continue enriching my knowledge and experience in the field of early childhood 

education.  I love working with young children and have been teaching preschool since 1996 and working at  



 

 

Victory Village for the last ten years.  My philosophy about working with children is to make each child feel 

loved and appreciated for their unique abilities and talents.  My focus is to help create and be part of a high-

quality child care program, where every child is well-respected, where teachers design the physical, social, and 

intellectual environments for the children, plan individually appropriate curriculum, and also build 

relationships with parents, so that I can help them in their goals for their children.  

FAVORITE COLORS:  Burgundy & Dark Blue 
C!±hwL¢9 {¢hw9Υ   ¢ǊŀŘŜǊ WƻŜΩǎΣ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Chocolate 
 

 

SANDRA 

My name is Sandra Huitron Vanover.  L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
honors in Early Childhood Education.  I have one year of private practice in psychology working with 
children, and I worked as an English Teacher in kindergarten for one year. 

Working with small kids for me is a big responsibility. I am an enthusiastic, respectful, warm and 
patient person who enjoys teaching, learning and playing with children. I love the idea of working 
with small children because of the interaction and the privilege of becoming an acting part of their 
amazing developmental process. I am kind, honest, tolerant and empathetic with children as much as 
I can be; and to me it is vital to make them feel how much I care about them and how 
important their interests, wishes and feelings are to me. 
 
FAVORITE COLOR:  Black, Red, Dark Blue 
FAVORITE STORES:  Best Buy, Target 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Sunflower 
FAVORITE FOOD:  Mexican, Italian 



 

Sparrows Room:    

 
JOCELYNN 

L ƘŀǾŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ Ƴȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 
/ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ άόффύέΦ  ay interests are cooking 
ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  άL ƭƻǾŜ ǎƘƻŜǎέ.  I have two beautiful twin girls that keep me on my 
toes. 
 
My philosophy is that children learn through their experiences.  All children should be in a nurturing, 
safe and fun environment. 

FAVORITE COLOR:  Blue (especially Aqua) 
FAVORITE STORES:  Target, Cato, Cheesecake Factory 
C!±hwL¢9 C[h²9wΥ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ L - I love books! 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Yƛǘ YŀǘǎΣ aϧaΩǎΣ Twix, Spaghetti (anything Italian) 
 
 

 
TABATHA 

My name is Tabatha Martin.  I have an Early Childhood Certificate and I am continuing my education 
in this field.  I have 9 years of experience in child care in 5-Star, NAEYC accredited programs.   After all 
of this time working with infants and toddlers, being a nurǘǳǊŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ  LΩƳ ǎƻŦǘ-
spoken and gentle, which I think is a good match with this age group.  Infants and toddlers are so 
much fun!  I enjoy watching them grow and being a part of so many milestones (first tooth, first step, 
first birthday, and first ǿƻǊŘǎύΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΗ 

FAVORITE COLOR:  Green & Brown 
FAVORITE STORE:  Wal-Mart, Ross, Restaurants 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Daisies, Sunflowers (brightly colored flowers) 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Lindt Lindor Truffles, I like to try things from various cultures 
 
 



 

 

 

DEANNA 

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ нн ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ό9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ /ǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ L ϧ LL ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ /5!ύΦ  LΩƳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
area to earn mȅ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΦ I have three adult children, 26, 24, and 23 
years old, and 5 grandchildren ages 5, 3, 2, 1, and 6 months. I love Art, Music, and Dramatic Play. 

My philosophies about working with children are to always love and nurture them and help them 
grow at their own pace and to push them a little further with much care and consideration so that 
they may proceed to the highest level of their appropriate developmental stage. 

FAVORITE COLOR:  Ethnic Tones (Burnt Orange, Ocean Blue, Chocolate, Etc.) 
C!±hwL¢9 {¢hw9Υ  ¢ǊŀŘŜǊ WƻŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Yellow Roses 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Jolly Ranchers and Cashews 
 



 

Robins Room:  

      
LATEE 

Hi, my name is Latee Alston, 31.  I have my Early Childhood Credentials.  I graduated from St. 
Augustine College with a Human Performance in Wellness Degree.  I have over 40 credit hours of 
Early Childhood courses from Alamance Community College, Durham Tech, and Mount Olive College.  
I have been working at Victory Village for 6 years.  I love working with children and building a warm, 
loving relationship with their families.  I love basketball, football, and tennis.  I also like going to the 
movies and bowling. 

My philosophy about working with children is that they have a safe, loving, respectful environment 
to play in, and to grow and mature on their own individual pace while learning basic skills. 

FAVORITE COLORS:  Red and black 
FAVORITE STORES:  Petsmart, Petco, Wal-Mart, Target and Marshalls 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  N/A ς allergic 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Milky Ways, favorite place to eat is Texas Roadhouse.  (but mainly I 
have too many food allergies). 

 
LANEEKA 

My name is LaNeeka Machen. I started working at Victory Village in 2010.   I have my Child Care 
Credentials and will be working towards my B.A. very soon. I have 8 years of experience under my 
belt and looking forward to many more. I believe that child care is in my blood since my mother, all 
the way to my great-grand mother, worked in this field.  
Working with children is my way to help change the world. I like to think that I am making a 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ !./ΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ L 
hope the little things I do will help to make our future a little brighter!   

I like working with infants and toddlers because there is so much you can teach them, and they are 
so eager to learn.  I also think at this age I have more of an impact on their lives. 

FAVORITE COLOR:  Purple 
FAVORITE STORES:  Barnes & Noble, Target, Wal-Mart, Starbucks 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Magnolias 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Take 5, Hot Cheetos (not crunchy) 



 
 

 
         ANA 
Hola!  My name is Ana Araiza.   I am originally from Mexico, and have lived in the United States for 
about 12 years.   I have been working in child care for over 10 years and at Victory Village for almost 
6.  I have my Early Childhood Credentials and other Early Childhood coursework.  I love working with 
children of all ages. 

FAVORITE COLORS:  Black 
C!±hwL¢9 {¢hw9Υ   aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭǎΣ YƻƘƭΩǎ 
FAVORITE FLOWER:   Roses 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Chinese Food 

 

Toddler Floater 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

LAURA              

My name is Laura Street.  I have been working in child care for about 12 years and I have been at  
Victory Village for 5 ½  years.  I have taken many trainings in health care and child care courses.  I am 
currently enrolled at Durham Tech, taking more child care courses.   I am a mother of two and I enjoy 
spending time with them.   

My philosophy about working with children is to provide a safe and nurturing environment. 

FAVORITE COLOR:  Green 
FAVORITE STORE:  Wal-Mart, Target 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Potted Plants (any kind) 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Heath Bar/ Dark Chocolate 
 



Twos Teachers 
Puffins Room: 

  
SHIRLEY 

My name is Shirley Sharpe. I have been involved in childcare for 30 years. I have taken classes off and on but 
now I am enrolled in the Early Childhood program at Durham Technical College working towards my 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜΦ  L ŜƴƧƻȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΣ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭǎΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
time with my grandchildren.  
My philosophy about working with children is that children are unique and that I am here to nurture and help 
children to learn, develop, be creative, explore and help them to be all that they can be. 

FAVORITE COLORS:  Purple, Black 
FAVORITE STORE:  Target, Wal-Mart 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Roses, Tulips, Calla 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Italian, Milk Chocolate with Almonds or Caramel  
 

  
                                         ZULAYKHA 
I, Zulaykha Clemons-Dunn joined Victory Village in August 2009. Prior to coming to Victory Village, I completed 
Ƴȅ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎy at Union Institute and University, where my focus was on Early Childhood 
and the diagnosis and treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorders. After my studies, I worked with the Autism 
Society of North Carolina and completed an Autism Practicum at Meredith College, in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Currently, I am pursing my M.A. in Special Education at Capella, with an emphasis in emotion and behavorial 
disorders. 
My goal as a teacher is to create learning outcomes in a classroom that fosters lifelong learning. I am a teacher 
ǿƘƻǎŜ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǇǊƻǾŜǊō ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎΣ άLǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ όǘŜŀŎƘύ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΦέ L ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ōȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŀŦŜΣ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎΣ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ 
environment for the children. I believe this is accomplished when I interact with the children on their level, 
doing what they like to do (playing); and, when I  establish guidelines that help keep them safe in doing those 
things. In order to complete the classroom setting (village), ongoing collaboration with parents to meet the 
needs of their children, helps build trust and rapport between teacher and family, a necessary requisite for 
establishing an effective learning environment.   

FAVORITE COLOR:  I do not have a favorite color, but I love fall colors 
FAVORITE STORES:  Ann Taylor 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Lilies, especially Calla Lilies 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Cheesecake (Cheesecake Factory) 



Owls Room:  

 
TRISHA 

 
I have a Master of Early Childhood Education and a Bachelor of Science in Geology.  I love kids and 
science!  I also love making art, gardening and taking nature walks. 
 
As an educator, I teach children about how they affect the world and how the world affects them.  I 
hope to help them become happy, independent adults who behave responsibly towards others and 
the environment. 
 
FAVORITE COLOR:  Purple 
C!±hwL¢9 {¢hw9Υ  YƻƘƭΩǎ 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Any and all 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Chocolate 

 
 

 
MARY 

My name is Mary Farrington. I have lived all of my life in Chapel Hill. I have one daughter, Sandra.  I 
ŀƳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Ƴȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
childcare for over 20 years. I have been at Victory Village since 2007.   
 
My philosophy about working with children is that classrooms should be based around the activity 
centers where children are free to make choices for themselves. Children should be allowed to be 
curious and explore the world around them. I believe children learn best by hands-on experiences. 

FAVORITE COLORS:  Blue and Black 
FAVORITE STORE:   Wal-Mart 
FAVORITE FLOWER:   Calla Lily 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Crab legs, Strawberry Cheesecake 
 



Preschool Teachers 
Pelicans Room: 

  

KAPILA 
aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ YŀǇƛƭŀΦ  LΩƳ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǇŀƭΣ ōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘŀǇŜƭ Iƛƭl/Carrboro for 
26 years.  Most of this time, I have been a teacher at Victory Village, where I have been working since 
1987.  In my free time I enjoy gardening and cooking. 
 
My goal as a teacher is to provide an educational environment where the children feel comfortable 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜŘΦ  L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
emotional development.  
 
FAVORITE COLOR:   Yellow 
C!±hwL¢9 {¢hw9Υ  aŀŎȅΩǎ 
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Roses 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Spicy Food 
 
 

 

CLAUDIA 
 

My name is Claudia Flores.   I am originally from aŜȄƛŎƻΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ 
Educational Psychology and one in Graphic Design.   I am working on my Associate Degree in Early 
Childhood Education.   I am a certified Level 8 teacher and I want to continue enriching my  



 
 
 
knowledge.  I have been working at Victory Village for almost 6 years, and I have 10 years of 
experience working with children of different ages.   L ŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ 
 
My philosophy of working with children is that learning occurs early when a child is actively involved.  
I am committed to providing opportunities for intellectual growth and learning by offering 
developmentally age appropriate activities for the children in my care.  I ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
unique qualities.  I am committed to providing a place for children to participate in a full program 
balancing the areas of intellectual, physical, social and emotional growth.  I strive to support families 
through strong partnerships. I am committed to meeting the needs of the families in my classroom, 
working towards goals together and acknowledging their cultures. 
 
FAVORITE COLOR:  Blue 
FAVORITE STORE:   Target 
FAVORITE FLOWER:   Daisies 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Strawberry Ice Cream 
 

 

          
         ZENIA 

Hello, I am Zenia Yarbough. I have been working at Victory Village for 10 years. I have my Early 
Childhood Credentials I and II and several college courses in Early Childhood Education.   

My philosphy about working with children is to provide a loving, nurturing environment for each 
child to learn on their own level through social, fine and gross motor skills and pretend play, with 
gentle guidance. 

I like working with young children because they are starting to understand the environment around 
them and express themselves through art. 

FAVORITE COLOR:   Zebra Print 
FAVORITE STORE:    Target, Wal-Mart 
FAVORITE FLOWER:   Roses 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Japan Express, Golden Corral



 

Toucans Room: 

 

CARINA 
LΩƳ from Paraguay. I have been ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллрΦ  LΩƳ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ WŀŎƻōΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ aath. LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
Ƴȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ.  During my spare time, I love cooking, 
gardening and sharing time with my family. 
 
My philosophy about working with children is to respect children all the time and provide them a 
welcome and safe environment where they can process their capabilities and learning skills. 
 
FAVORITE COLORS:   Turquoise and Fuchsia 
C!±hwL¢9 {¢hw9Υ  5ƛƭƭŀǊŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ CǊŜǎƘ aŀǊƪŜǘ  
FAVORITE FLOWER:  Jasmine 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Bread & Cheese 
 

 
ROBIN 

I graduated from UNC- Chapel Hill with a B.A. in Spanish after spending my final semester in Sevilla, 
Spain. In my spare time, I enjoy yoga, singing, science and nature documentaries and cooking 
vegetarian meals. 

My philosophy about working with children is to ensure that each child is valued and recognized for 

his or her unique abilities and background, and that each child feels secure in his or her classroom 

environment.  I ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳƛƭŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ based upon what 

has personal meaning for him or her. 

FAVORITE COLORS:  Cobalt Blue and Cranberry Red 
FAVORITE STORE:  Barnes & Noble Booksellers 
FAVORITE FLOWERS:  Orchids, Stargazer Lilies 
FAVORITE FOOD OR CANDY:  Chocolate and cheeses of any kind! 

 


